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A local investor group has acquired a bankrupt 
maker of commercial HVAC parts with plans to 
more than double its workforce to about 50 in the 
next few years. 

Taking over Leader Industries is a team led by 
Clay Blevins, president of Comfort Supply, and 
Chris Stovall, the former COO of Malham Leverage 
Group. Through a new entity called Sheet Metal 
Works, they and their partners will inject 
$100,000 into Leader and take the reins from 
founder Jerry Gomer. (Stovall also was president 
and co-CEO of Nashville Post Co. in the early 
2000s.) 

Leader once employed more than 100 people at 
its facility off Thompson Lane but has fallen on hard times and now employs about 20. 
Blevins and Stovall also are committing to pay down, starting later this year, almost 
$100,000 in outstanding tax liabilities and will invest in rebuilding Leader’s capabilities 
and client roster as well as re-establishing an employee health insurance plan. 

Elliott Jones, the attorney who orchestrated the bankruptcy sale, said that investment is 
“just the tip of the iceberg of what they will put into the company” and pointed out the 
vertical integration opportunities with Blevins’ Comfort Supply organization.  

Stovall and Blevins believe they can hire 30 new employees during the next two years, in 
part by focusing more on custom fabrication. 

“Leader has a full complement of machines to work with sheet metal,” Stovall, who will be 
Leader’s president, said in a statement. “Changes in the HVAC business and new 
construction requirements have contractors scrambling […] We know there is a broad 
geographic market to fill, and we have a plan to service that market with some very 
specific solutions.” 
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